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unusual ability, not only as regards his special depart-
ment, that I successfully supported him against his Maj-
esty's displeasure. Herr von Stephan had addressed to his
subordinates an official circular in which he instructed
them to supply certain newspapers for all the military
hospitals in France, and in explanation of this order re-
ferred to the wishes of her Royal Highness the Crown
Princess. How far he was justified in that I do not
know, but whoever knew the old master will be able to
imagine his state of mind when this postal edict was
brought to his knowledge through military reports. The
political colour of the papers which were recommended
would alone have sufficed to bring Stephan under his
Majesty's displeasure, but still more irritating was the
appeal to a member of the royal family, and especially to
the Crown Princess. I restored the peace with his Maj-
esty. The desire for recognition in high quarters is one
of the encumbrances that weigh upon most men of un-
usual ability. I assumed that, as Stephan grew older and
became more distinguished, the weaknesses which he
brought from his early employments into his higher posts
would disappear. I can only wish that he may grow old
in office, and preserve his health, and I should regard his
loss as one very difficult to make up for;l but I conjec-
ture that he also formed one of those who thought that
they experienced a feeling of relief at my departure. I
have always been of opinion that the transport and corre-
spondence traffic should contribute to the good of the
state, and that the contribution should be included in the
cost of postage and carriage. Stephan is more of a de-
partmental patriot, and as such has certainly been useful,

1 Stephan died April 8, 1897.
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